1962/ 1 - 1st Earl of Balfour KG OM

French Limestone (Lary & Roche) - 7'3" high (the
stone was originally for the Earl LIoyd George statue
by Sir Jacob Epstein who had died)

Memorial Statue for the House of Commons Private
Members Lobby

McFall first sculpted Balfour in clay and then carved the
final limestone statue (see lower left photograph). The
work was commissioned in July 1959 and completed in
1962 being unveiled on 9" May
1962.

Arthur James Balfour (1848 -1938) 1st
Earl of Balfour Conservative Prime
Minister 1902 -05. Balfour began his
political career as a member of
Parliament in 1874. His was the nephew
of Lord Salisbury and in 1886 joined his
cabinet as chief secretary for Scotland.
In 1887 he became secretary for Ireland. He took a firm stand in opposition to home rule
for Ireland and earned the nickname "Bloody Balfour" among Irish nationalists. In 1891 he
became First Lord of the Treasury in Salisbury's second ministry and

held the same post in his third gov ernment when he also became leader in
the Commons. In 1902 Balfour succeeded his uncle as prime minister and during his short time in

office passed significant legislation including education and Irish land reform bills. He was responsible

for the "entente  cordiale,” which established cordial relations between the governments of Britain and
France (1904), forming a basis for their alliance in World War I. That same year he created the

Committee of Imperial Defence (CID) to plan for the Empire's defence and establish budgets for the
military and navy. Balfour's government resigned the following year. Disputes over Joseph

Chamberlain's proposals for tariff reform split the party and led to the Conservatives losing the

general election (1905) and Balfour losing his seat in Parliament. He retained party leadership until 1911. Balfour
continued to serve in government, joining the Asquith ministry in 1915 as First Lord of the Admiralty. Under David Lloyd

DAVID McFALL R.A. 1919 51988




George, as foreign secretary (1916 -19) he issued the Balfour Declaration in 1917, a letter to Lord
Rothschild in which he stated the governments support for "the establishment in Palestine of a
homeland for the Jewish people". His declaration led to the foundation of Israel in 1948. He was also
involved in the negot iations ending World War | and signed the Treaty of Versailles between the
allies and Germany, 1919. He was lord president of the council under Lloyd George (1919 -22) and
again in Baldwin's government (1925 -29). He represented Britain in the League of Nati
References :

(1) The Guardian 18/4/62;

(2) Evening Standard 9/4/62: "Sculptor David McFall hopes to finish off his statue of Lord Balfour

by April 18 ... it stands over seven foot tall ... It will be erected in the Member's Lobby during the
Easter recess and unveiled ... by Harold Macmillan ... on May 9. Balfour was hewn out of a French
limestone called Lary's Roche. "It carved very nicely" says McFall. The limestone was originally
intended to become a statue of Lloyd George by Epstein. But Epstein died and now Lloyd George has
been entrusted to  Uli Nimptsch."

(3) Condolence letter: "... where the Balfour 'broken foot' is now a required item in any child's guided
tour of the Palace of Westminster"

(4) N ews cutting "John London" "I can tell you that the cost of the statue of the Earl of Balfou r,
Prime Minister from 1902 -5, which was unveiled by Mr Macmillan in the Lobby of the House of
Commons this afternoon was £10,250. The fee of the sculptor, Mr David McFall, who was engaged
for three years on the work, was £10,000. The memorial, carved fro m French limestone at his
Kennington studio, shows Balfour as though speaking at the despatch box, holding the lapels of his
frock coat. It stands 7' 3" high on a plinth.

(5) The Times 1*' April 1960 & see next page

LONDON DAY BY DAY

Elegance after Rugby :
Limestone Balfour

Churchill, McFall, Balfour

which will replace that of Harcourt,
commissioned to do the memorial will inspect progress before the artist
statue of Lord Balfour for the does the work in French limestone.
Members' Lobby at the House of It will be ready in a year or so.
Commons, is shown in my picfure at Mr. McFall was not altogether
work on the clay model. happy about this choice of medium.
Sir Godfrey Nicholson, chairman of He felt that the statue should have
the Parliamentary committee advising beed ‘cist in Bronze,
the Prime Minister about the statue, But he is very satisfied by the way

the slightly larger tnan lifesize clay 1s
shaping.

Alexander Guthrie's photograph of
the sculptor’'s Kennington studio
shows a cast of his best-known work
in the background—Sir Winston
Churchill.

Statue’s Progress

\[R. DAVID McFALL, the 41-year-
+¥% old A.R.A. sculptor who has been

ons (1920-22).

BALFOUR STATUE UNVEILED
IN MEMBERS’ LOBBY

—_—

'PRIME MINISTER’S TRIBUTES TO “A FIGURE
ABOVE PARTY TURMOIL?”

When Mr. Macmillan unveiled a
statue of Lord Balfour in the Members*
by of the House of Commons
yesterday he said that Balfour repre-
sented al| that was most distinguished in

from the older battles and partly an inspira-
tioa to new endeavours. o

_One of his most eadearing qualities was
his kindaess to and interest in_younger
meo. He still stood in that “slighly hazy

public life, a figure standing above the
turmoil of party politics who came
through all his batles without ever being
soiled in temperament or character.
The statue stands, a 7(t. Jin.-high figure,
Slightly Jarger than life size, on 3 pedestal
by the side of Herbert Asquith. Soon they
are to bo joined by Lloyd George. The
statue has Leen carved from French lime-
stone by Mr, David McFall, who tock over
be block of stone which Epstein was to
ave used for his statue of Lloyd George,

Mr. Macmillan talking with some of
the guests after unulfing the statue

Mr. McFall told The Ti be had
M., imes

wa bronze for the statue of Balfour.
Other statues in the lobby are ‘of white
| marble. aod when bronzs was ruled out he
| decided to compromise with French
| limestone.

AN INSPIRATION

Mr. McFall modestly described his work
as " architectural furniture ", but he bas
depicted Balfour in characteristic con-
templative and philosophic attitude with
his thumbs in the lapels of a square frock-
coat, a replica of the one he used to wear
when Leader of the House of Commons.
Mr. McFall said it had taken him three
years to complete the work,

n
alfour, Lady Kathleen Oldfield.
Sitting with them were Lord Salisbury, a
relative of the family, Lady Dorothy
Macmillan, and members of the memorial
committee of which Sir Godfrey Nicholson
became chairman on the death of Mr.
Walter Elliot, Present with Sir Godfrey
{utcrdn were Sir Kenoeth Pickthorn,

ord&r?d es, Lady Megan Lloyd George, | U
r

A r. Grimond, and M
D. R. Grenfell. Many members of Parlia-
meat stood in the plcszud and saw the
artive, accompanied by the

Speaker and the Minister of Works.
ore the unvei!ln%. Mr. Macmillan said
that be bad the good fortune to know Lord
Balfour in his later life. In that Indian
summer he seemed (o be a stately survival

c of our
times and the clearer, sharper light of
history ™.

is "

Although there were many still alive
who koew bim cither by personal contact
Or repute jt was strange (0 reflect that he
was born in the first half of the pincteenth
ceatury, in the year, indeed, of the com-
munist manifesto. As a_young man be
atlended the Congress of Berlin as 2 mem-
ber of Lord Salisbury’s staff and under the
brilliant leadership of Lord Beaconsfield.
There he met Count Bismarck and wit-
nessed the signature of the Treaty of
Bertin. As an old man he took a leading
part in the Paris negotiations and signed
the Treaty of Versailles and subsequently
led the British delegation to the Washing-
ton Conference. Altogether bis work 1o
public life covered a span of over 55 years.

ELUSIVE CHARM

Balfour enjoyed an almost automatic
intellectual preeminence. Yet this was so
tempered by modesty and courtesy that it
had no element of arrogance. It was diffi-
cult to convey 1o those who could not

ber him big dinary charm,
elusive yet pervasive.

_His conception of political life allowed
him a reasonuble Jeisure to pursue his wide
interests in music and science, in philo-
sopbical speculstion and in games. ** Even
games ", Balfour once said. “ are oot to be
rezarded a< wholly serious ™,

In that House of Commons Lobby it was
presumably as a House of Commons man
that he was remembered, Mr, Macmillan
said, It was Baldwin who said that if
Awuith was fhe last of the Romans,
Bulfour was the last of the Athenians. It
scemed appropriale to recall that typical
uphorism on that occasion now that
Balfour's statue stood by that of Asquith.

In 1891 Balfour became Leader of the
House while Gladstone was still a member.
He led the House for 12 years, a remark-
sble performance at any fime. Nothing
that we had seen in our own time could
match the turbulence of parliamentary life
at the end of the last century and the
beginning of this. In those days a deter-
mined band of obstructionists were able
skilfully to exploit all the possibilities of
mrhqmcm;ty ':roeeduu without bei

" e :

Y whic
governments had subsequently evolved for
their own protection.

FOUNDATION-LAYING
His mastery as Leader of the House was

Y a
humour, by a judicious balance of firmness
and flexibility. Then there came the crush-
ing defeat of 1906, followed soon by re-
actions familiar to many a politician before
and since. However, Balfour survived.
Indeed, his apparent eclipse proved a few
years later 1o be no more than a prelude
to further achievements.

As Fovel?n Secretary he was responsible
for the Balfour Declaration on the Zionist
question and all that had flowed from it
in the history of our own times. The man
who had forged the Anglo-French Entente
went years later to Washington to lay the
foundation of that Anglo-American under-
standing which had ever since served the
ree world so well.

It was pot until less than a year before
his death, at the age of 30, that Balfour
finally left ministerial office. )

“ All of us here today ", Mr. Macmillan
said in conclusion, ™ join in recognition of
his right, by character, intellect, and
achievement, to this signal place of honour
in the House of Commons which be loved
and served so well™
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(6) There are several files held at The National
Archives which cover the statue of Lord Balfour
which stands in the Member
House of Commons and was the work of the
sculptor David McFall. WORK 20/276 opens in
1957 with the forming of a committe e to deal
with this memorial statue and the choosing of a
sculptor. A short list was drawn up covering Sir
Charles Wheeler, William McMillan, Gilbert
Ledward, Maurice Lambert, David Wynne and
David McFall. At a later stage, Bainbridge Copnall
and Cecil Thomas were added to the list. David
McFall was finally chosen and an agreement
drawn up in July 1959. The fee was £ 10,000.
There was then much discussion as to whether

the statue be in bronze, stone or marble and

when this file closes the decision was still
unresolved. The death of Jacob Epstein who was
wor king on the statue for
Lloyd George had caused various complications
and it was decided that a new committee be
formed this committee to cover both the Lloyd
George and Balfour statue s. File WORK 20/311
covers the period February 1960 to April 1962

and just follows the setting up of this new
committee and the various meetings which took
place. File WORK 20/313 covers other matters
which arose during the period May 1957 to April
1962 by which time the statue was ready and file
WORK 20/329 covers the unveiling on 9th May
1962. McFall was born in Glasgow on 12th
December 1919. Early studies were at colleges in
Birmingham . He then enrolled at the  Kennington
School of Art studying there  from 1941 to 1945
and became a |l ecturer ther
works include the status of Pocahontas at
Cassell's, Red Lion Square, of St Paul and St
Bride in St Bride's, Fleet Street, and of Sir

Winston Churchill at Woodford Green.

DAVID McFALL R.A. 1919 51988

t

h



